Delta Marsh Higtory Initiative

In its heyday, Delta Marsh attracted people from all over
theworld and from all walksof life. Generations of farmers,
fishermen, huntersand trapperswho lived closeto the marsh
found themselvesin the company of the Britishroyal family,
and later, movie stars, television personalities and even
astronauts. Today the marsh is just as famous but it has
seriously deteriorated since the 1960s due to the effects of
unfavourable water levels, a destructive fish species,
overgrowth by cattails, and contamination from sewage,
agricultural fertilizersand pesticides.

Delta Marsh is designated officially as a Wetland of
International Significance, aHeritage Marsh, and an Important
Bird Area. Assuch, many peopleand organi zationsarekeenly
interested inrestoring the marsh to itsformer magnificence.
By making people aware of the rich history and cultural
importanceof thearea, webelievethat support for conservation
of Delta Marsh, and other similarly degraded wetlands
throughout the province, will grow. The DeltaMarsh story, as
part of the heritage of all Manitobans, must be preserved for
the benefit of future generations.

A group of people who share an interest in the area, the
DeltaMarsh History Initiative, is preparing to write a book.
Thisbook will include histories of the prominent peopleand
organizations of themarsh, encompassing afull range of views
from cottage and lodge owners, hunters, fishers, trappers,
birdwatchers, beach-goers, scientists, tourists, and others.

WorldWar |1 troop carrier ondisplay at the2000 Winnipeg
Air Show. In 1999, two identical carriers were excavated
from DeltaBeach by Mallard Lodgeand arebeing restored
by members of Prairie Command Military Vehicle
Association, a non-profit group of antique military
hardware enthusiasts.
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Steamboats in Delta Mar sh

Think of steamboats and you conjure up images of Mark
Twain and the Mississippi River. It isless well known that
steamboatswere amajor meansof transportation on Manitoba
riversand lakesin the days before the coming of therailroad
and the provincial road network. An even more obscure fact
isthat there are at | east two connections between steamboat
operationsand DeltaMarsh.

Around 1874, the merchants Chisholm and Beaubien built
asteamboat hull, theSaskatchewan, a thethriving port town
of Totogan (now long abandoned) on the Whitemud River
near the extreme west side of the marsh. Lacking a steam
engine, they rigged it with asail to make several cargo-carrying
tripson Lake Manitoba. Ashistorian Robert Hill notesin his
1890 book The Story of Manitoba: “On her last returntripa
storm blew her out of her course and beached her in areedy
marsh about amilefromthelake, afew mileseast of her native
port. Her owners, after unavailing efforts to get her afloat,
were compelled to abandon her. On the occasion of aprairie
fire sweeping through this section of country she caught fire,
and was completely destroyed.” Although the location is
unclear, “afew mileseast” of the Whitemud mouth placesthe
shipwreck squarely in DeltaMarsh, likely in thelands owned
by the L akewood Country Club and the Portage Country Club.

In the early 1880s, water levels on Lake Manitoba were
unusually high, causing widespread flooding of the
surrounding land. One upside of the flooding was that
waterwaysthat would have been too shallow to navigate were
accessible by shallow draught vessel s such as steamboats. In
September 1881, the small steamboat Mary Ann Roetraveled
northwardin“Cramp Creek” to Lake Manitobawhereitscrew
loaded a cargo of fish ail (probably obtained from the active
fishery onthelake at that time) and returned successfully to
PortagelaPrairie. Today, Cram Creek—presumably atruncation
of theoriginal name-flowsinto L ake Manitobatwo mileswest
of the Portage Diversion. An even moreintriguing possibility
arisesfrom thefact that the creek channel peters out a short
distance south of the marsh. However, amuch larger channel
immediately east of it can be seen on aerial photosto span
most of the distance to the Assiniboine River near Portage.
Now called either “Blind Channel” or “Fort LaReine Snye,”
this channel more closely resembles the “Cramp Creek”
marked on maps of that era. It seems possible that the name
“Cram Creek” was, over the course of time, transferred from
the channel used inthe early 1880sto float theMary Ann Roe
toasmaller creek tothewest.
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You can hep!
« provide photographs, reminiscences, family stories,
or any other information pertaining to DeltaMarsh

« let us know about people you know who have
information about DeltaMarsh

 contribute your time to help collect and organize
information, contact people, and prepare the book

« makeatax-deductible donation to hel pwith costs of
the project

DeltaMarsh History Initiative
/o DeltaMarsh Field Station (University of Manitoba)
Box 38, R.R. #2
PortagelaPrairie, ManitobaR1IN 3A2
(204) 857-8637 fax: (204) 857-4683
Toll-freein Manitoba: (800) 432-1960 ext. 7469
e-mail: delta_marsh@umanitoba.ca

Barry Bills,Portage 857-3020
Maurice Blanchard, Portage ..o 857-3807
Shirley Christianson,Portage...............ccoooovvvveein. 239-6903
Heidi den Haan, Delta 239-4287
Denzil Gamble, Westbourne................cccccccccccree 274-2457
Gary Garrioch, winnipeg 339-6929
Gordon Goldsborough, winnipeg ..........cccccooevn. 474-7469
Bob Jones, Portage 239-1803
Shirley Love, Oakland 857-8120
Winnie Pauch, Portage 857-7498
Glen Suggett, Delta 945-7763
Don Wilkinson, Delta 239-6315

A day at Delta - 1901

InJuly 1901, theweekly newspaper TheNewsand Portagela
Prairie Reviewranacolorful story about atripto Delta, excerpts
of whichfollow:

“TheDominion Day excursonwhichwasrunfromWinnipeg
to Deltaand intermedi ate pointsyesterday under the auspices of
Court Marquette, Independent Order of Foresterswas agrand
successinevery senseof theword.

About haf pagt nine in the morning the crowd commenced
congregating at the Canadian Northern depot and argpid sde of
tickets then commenced. By thetimethetrain wasdueto arrive it
waseadly to beseentha notrain could accommodate suchahuge
meassof jolly excursonigts. Thethreecarswhichwereintheyards
herehad long been filled to overflowing, and Htill therewerefrom
elght hundred to athousand Portagerswaiting for car room.

Thefirgt train pulled out from the station hereat 11.30 and
athough the seats, theidesand car and platformswere crowded
full over thehalf thecrowd wasleft ontheplatform here. A large
number of daring youthshad taken up their abode onthetopsof
the cars and on the engine tender, and in fact any place they
could hang on, but till hundreds were left behind. Therun was
made to the lake in about an hour without an accident; beyond
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thelossof numerous hats, an occasiona |unch basket and other
sundry articles.

Assoon asthe carswere empty thetrainimmediately ran back
to Portageto bring out thosewho werel eft. On arriving herethe
second train was soon almost as heavily loaded asthefirst, but
fortunately on this occasion al could get accommodations of
sometime. The second train arrived at Deltaabout 2 o’ clock.

After arriving at the beach thefirst order of businesswasto
attend to the requirements of the*inner man” who by thistime
was beginning to make his presence felt. After dinner boating
was generaly indulged in, the steamer Petrel which had been
chartered for theoccas on by the Foresters, provedtobeapopular
boat and madethreeexcursions.

Theboat |ft thedock at three o’ clock and had on board about
two hundred and fifty passengersincluding the local Salvation
Army band, which by theway went along way towards making
theexcursionasuccess. The Petrel proceeded about four miles
out into thelakeand returned, arriving at the dock shortly after
four. On the second trip the boat pulled out about half past four
andthistripwaspractically arepetition of thefirst. Still another
trip was made by the boat, and on this occasion the excursion
committeewho had worked hard al day to makethingspleasant
for the picnickers went on board on a specid invitation of the
Captain and Mr. Spiers, the manager.

Thosewhodid not patronizethe Petrd used thesail and row boets
while others bathed in the refreshing waters of our beautiful lake.
Still there were others who spent their time in games, socid
conversttionand visited friendswhowerein campthere Andwhen
itwastimeto return, dl werehighly pleased with daysouting.

Asaresult of yesterday’ sexcursion alargeinflux of campers
a Deltamay be expected, owingto thefact that but few people
previoudy had any ideaof the attractionswhich Deltaafforded
campers. Thegroundsalthough not yet inthebest of condition,
arebeing rapidly put into shapeand whenthiswork iscompleted
should make one of the most popular summer resorts in the
province.”

DeltaHistory Fish Fry

Comeenjoy all-you-can-eat pickerel
and find out more about DeltaMarsh history!

Saturday, 2 March 2002

Herman Prior Centre
40 Royal Road North, PortagelaPrairie

Comeanyti me between 11 amand 2 pm
Tickets ($10for adults, $5for kids6-12, kidsunder 6

free) are available at the door, or in advance from the
DeltaMarsh History Initiative.

All proceeds help to support thework of the
DeltaMarsh History Initiative.




